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ILKLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health 


Public  Health  and  Highways  Committee. 

Councillors  J.  B.  Whitfield  (Chairman),  A.  L.  Davidson,  M.  R. 
Dobson  (Chairman  of  the  Council),  W.  Dobson,  F.  R.  Hartley, 
G.  Mennell,  G.  de  F.  Veale. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee. 

Councillors  K.  Foster  (Chairman),  A.  L.  Davidson,  M.  R. 
Dobson  (Chairman  of  the  Council),  F.  R.  Hartley,  C.  F.  Pyett, 
W.  Rhodes,  E.  Waddilove,  Mrs.  E.  Hampshire  (co-opted). 

H.  G.  Peters,  LL.B.,  Solicitor,  Clerk  to  the  Council. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

(a)  Medical. — The  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority  consist 

of  a part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  also  carries 
out  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  for  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinic:  Hubert  Tunstall  Bates,  O.B.E., 

B. A.,  M B..  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 

(b)  Others. — 

Sanitary  Inspector:  J.  A.  Slater,  B.Sc.,  Tech.  M.R.  San.  I. 
Health  Visitor:  Miss  Alice  Broughton,  Hospital  Nurse, 

C. M.B. 

As  Consultants  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Act  the  following  gentlemen  have  agreed  to  act  for  the 
Authority  when  necessary:  Mr.  Alfred  Gough,  F.R.C.S., 
Leeds;  Mr.  A.  M.  Claye,  F.R.C.S.,  Leeds, 
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Town  Hall,  Ilkley, 

1st  January,  1936. 

j 7 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ilkley  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1935.  Again 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  several  important  changes  have  taken  place 
in  the  sanitary  provisions  of  the  area.  The  Middleton  Sewage 
Works  have  been  closed,  the  sewage  from  the  Middleton  side  of  the 
river  being  pumped  into  the  Ilkley  Sewage  Works,  which  now  treat 
the  whole  of  the  western  part  of  the  district.  The  water  supply  of 
the  district  is  now  completely  filtered  with  the  exception  of  the 
Middleton  area.  The  question  of  protecting  ourselves  against  any 
shortage  of  supply  during  exceptionally  dry  summers  is  being 
discussed.  The  new  Swimming  Pool,  which  was  opened  in  May, 
has  proved  a greater  success  than  could  possibly  be  anticipated, 
and  Ilkley  has  an  exceptional  position,  or  advantage,  in  the 
possession  of  its  many  open  spaces,  recreation  grounds,  and 
swimming  facilities.  Much  has  yet  to  he  done  in  educating  the 
general  public  in  the  question  of  camp  sanitation  and  hygiene  when 
they  leave  all  the  conveniences  of  a modern  town.  A considerable 
amount  of  building  has  taken  place  during  the  year  but,  owing  to 
size  of  families  having  become  smaller,  there  has  not  been  a marked 
increase  in  the  population  of  the  district  such  as  the  increased 
number  of  houses  would  suggest. 

I have  included  in  my  report  a table  showing  the  comparative 
figures  of  unemployment  during  the  last  three  years.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  note  the  definite  diminution  in  unemployment,  and  I feel 
confident  that  the  general  weli  being  and  health  of  the  community 
has  benefited  thereby. 

The  scope  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  work  has  been 
increased  again  with  gratifying  success. 

Last,  but  not  least,  we  have  to  note  the  removal  of  the  old  Gas 
Retorts  with  their  accompanying  smoke  and  dirt,  and  their  replace- 
ment by  the  modern  Vertical  Retorts  which  have  been  so  success- 
fully designed  and  built.  Reports  have  already  been  received  in 
the  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  workers  in  this  industry 
resulting  from  the  change. 

It  will  be  an  undoubted  relief  when  the  review  of  local  govern- 
ment areas  is  completed,  and  the  findings  of  the  Ministry  of 
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Health  promulgated.  Certain  improvements  in  the  health  services 
are  at  the  present  time  being  held  up  by  the  uncertainty  of  the 
size  of  the  new  area. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  (acres)  4.545  (including  1,560  acres  of  moorland). 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population,  1935  9,404 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to 

Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,769 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...£100,478 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £386 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  district  with  regard  to  the 
trades  carried  out.  The  following  is  a table  showing  occupational 
classifications  of  wholly  unemployed  claimants  and  non-claimants 
registered  at  the  Ilkley  Branch  Employment  Office  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  during  the  years  1933,  1934  and  1935. 


TABLE  I. 


(a)  MEN  — 


J 

anuarv 

Apri 

1 

July 

October 

Occupation 

CO 

co 

Tt- 

oo 

to 

co 

CO 

ro 

CO 

»o 

CO 

<*0 

CO 

CO 

to 

co 

CO 

CO 

co 

to 

CO 

CTi 

o\ 

t — 4 

o\ 

r—i 

0\ 
r— H 

CTv 

CL 

i — < 

cry 

Ch 

G-y 

0\ 

? — 4 

a* 

Agriculture 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Building  Trades 

107 

64 

49 

34 

16 

20 

38 

19 

30 

49 

25 

28 

Cabinet  Making 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Clothing 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

— 

2 

2 

2 

2 

6 

Construction  of  Vehicles 

3 

- 

Commercial 

9 

5 

9 

9 

8 

6 

7 

10 

6 

5 

10 

7 

Cotton  ... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Domestic  Service 

5 

6 

3 

2 

5 

3 

3 

5 

3 

3 

4 

9 

i-* 

electrical 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Engineering 

19 

11 

9 

8 

11 

7 

9 

10 

6 

8 

9 

4 

Food 

2 

1 

1 

9 

3 

1 

— 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Govt.  & Professional  ... 

2 

3 

4 

i 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

S-i 

— 

Iron  & Steel 

1 

Leather... 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Mining  ... 

1 

2 

— 

i 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Textiles  ... 

8 

2 

4 

4 

- 

3 

- 

1 

2 

1 

2 

10 

Paper  & Printing 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Road  & Water  Transpt. 

24 

21 

17 

26 

17 

13 

19 

8 

8 

16 

12 

12 

Railway  Transport 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Saw  Milling 

- 

1 

Wool 

2 

1 

1 

- 

2 

3 

2 

2 

9 

1 

2 

2 

Miscellaneous  ... 

96 

83 

77 

66 

59 

58 

57 

61 

43 

93 

60 

56 

Totals 

283 

206 

183 

157 

130 

123 

141 

124 

106 

190 

123 

129 
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(b)  WOMEN— 

Occupation 


January  April 


rn 

Tt- 

VO 
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in 

m 

m 

m 

m 

m 
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C\ 

cr> 
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Ov 

On 

On 

i 
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pH 
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July  October 
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VO 
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VO 

m 

rn 

m 

rn 

m 

ro 

ON 

On 

Ov 

O-v 

Ov 

o> 

•— i 

•— » 

*—• 

r~* 

r— < 

Clothing 
Cotton  ... 

Commercial 
Domestic  Service 
Food 

Govt.  & Professional  .. 
Other  Textiles ... 

Road  & Water  Transpt 

Upholstress 

Wool 

Miscellaneous  ... 
Cabinet  Making 


4-6 
- - 8 

3 6 4 

4 9- 

1 1 

1 1 

3 3 5 

1 

1 

2 - 1 

4 3 5 


1 - 3 

- - 5 

3 5 6 

6 4 

1 

2 1 - 

3 3 

1 

1 - 1 

-23 

- - 1 


3 - - 

- - 5 

3 2 4 

11  6 

1 - - 

- 4 5 

1 

1 

3 7 4 


4 2 3 

1 15 

4 4 2 

12  7- 

1 

1 

2 9 4 

1 

- - 1 

7 5 3 


Totals  22  25  29 


13  17  22 


21  20  19  29  30  29 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Total.  M. 

Live  Births  (Legitimate)  93  39 

(Illegitimate)  1 1 


F. 

54 


Still-births  (Legitimate)  4 2 2 

(Illegitimate)  - - - 

Birth-rate  : 

England  and  Wales  14*7. 

Deaths  ...  ...  142  66  76 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  2 

Other  Puerperal  causes...  - 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  10*00. 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 
still)  births  40*81. 


Death-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  15*10. 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 
20*40. 


Total  2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 


Total.  Male.  Female. 

7 4 3 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
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Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  74*46 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  iive  births  ...  75*26 
Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  2 

, Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  ...  — 


Deaths . The  total  number  of  deaths  notified  as  occurring  within 
the  district  was  120  (51  males  and  69  females).  Subtracting  10 
deaths  (4  males  and  6 females)  of  non-residents  and  adding  32  (19 
males  and  13  females)  of  residents  who  died  in  other  districts,  gives 
a corrected  total  of  142  deaths  (66  males  and  76  females)  of 
residents  whether  occurring  within  or  without  the  district. 

This  is  a death-rate  of  15*10  per  1,000  inhabitants. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  country  was  11*7.  The 
average  age  at  death  is,  however,  high  owing  to  the  character  of 
the  residential  population. 


Deaths  at  subjoined  ages  of  Residents  whether  occurring  Deaths  in  Wards 

within  or  without  the  District.  at  a*l  a£es* 
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Laboratory  Facilities.  The  work  is  carried  out  at  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  in  certain  cases  of 
urgency,  work  has  been  done  for  the  Council  by  the  Pathological 
Laboratory  at  Harrogate.  The  following  are  the  statistics  of  the 
work  done  during  the  vear. 

o j 


Sputa  for  tuberculosis 

• , . 

16 

Swabs  for  B.  diphtheria 

99 

Hairs,  etc.,  for  ringworm 

1 

Urines  for  T.B.,  etc. 

2 

Milks  for  tuberculosis 

20 

Milks  for  bacterial  content 

16 

Waters  for  bacteriological  examination 

7 

Miscellaneous  specimens 

15 

Total 

99 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  General  Sickness  and  Accident  Cases.  A new  Austin 
ambulance  was  provided  by  the  Council.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
up-to-date  ambulances,  and  is  being  greatly  used.  The  same 
arrangements  are  in  force  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  agreement 
with  the  Buriey  Urban  District  Council  has  been  renewed.  This 
year  the  ambulance  was  used  135  times,  and  travelled  2,211  miles. 

(b)  General  Infectious  Disease.  No  alteration  has  taken  place 
with  regard  to  the  ambulance  service.  An  ambulance  is  provided 
by  the  Wharfedaie  Union  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Committee  at 
Menston  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease  to  that  hospital.  It  is  for  use  within  the  district  served  by 
this  hospital.  A nurse  accompanies  the  ambulance  and  no  charge 
is  made  to  patients.  The  same  arrangements  apply  to  the  collection 
of  smallpox  patients.  The  cost  of  provision  of  this  ambulance 
naturally  devolves  upon  the  constituent  authorities  of  the  Wharfe- 
daie Union.  For  the  conveyance  of  patients  to  the  Public  Assist- 
ance Hospital  at  Otley  the  institution  provides  its  own  ambulance. 
The  rapid  collection  of  infectious  bedding  is  carried  out  by  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Authorities,  who  have  provided  a special  van  for 
this  purpose.  This  arrangement  works  most  satisfactorily. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  Again  no  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
provision  of  nursing  in  the  home.  The  District  Nursing  Association 
provides  three  nurses.  No  nurses  have  been  provided  by  this 
authority.  During  the  year  1935,  9,926  visits  have  been  paid.  Of 
these  cases,  374  were  general,  35  maternity  8 midwifery.  The 
nurses  had  also  taken  duty  at  the  Child  Welfare  Ciinic  on  three 
occasions. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  No  clinics  and  centres  for  the 
treatment  of  disease  are  provided  in  the  district.  The  arrange- 
ments under  this  heading  remain  the  same  as  last  year.  Advantage 
is  taken  of  the  V.D.  Clinics  in  Leeds,  Bradford  and  Keighley,  and 
of  the  big  General  Hospitals  of  the  cities. 

One  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  on  Wednesday  afternoons  from 
2-30  to  4 p.m.  This  includes  ante-natal  work  as  well.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  H ealth  Visitor  attend  at  the  Clinic.  The 
following  statistics  show  the  work  done  at  the  Clinic. 


Total  number  of  attendances: 

Children  under  one  year  of  age 
Children  between  one  and  five 
Children  who  attended  for  the  first  time  : 

(a)  under  one  year  of  age 

(b)  one  to  five  years 


1.060 

1,108 

46 
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No  other  clinics,  or  treatment  centres,  are  provided  by  this 
authority.  Children  requiring  treatment  for  diseases  of  the  eye  or 
the  ear  are  referred  to  the  Bradford  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  or  the 
Leeds  General  Infirmary,  as  are  also  those  requiring  orthopaedic 
treatment.  The  Council  have  defrayed  the  expense  of  this  treat- 
ment in  certain  necessitous  cases.  In  addition  arrangements  have 
been  made  whereby,  in  certain  necessitous  cases,  sunlight  and 
massage  treatment  can  be  given  locally.  Provision  has  been  made 
for  dental  treatment  for  expectant  mothers.  The  following  table 


shews  the  number  of  cases  deait  with. 

Dental  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Expectant  mothers  referred  to  own  doctor  for 

examination  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cases  referred  for  eye  treatment  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ear  treatment  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  orthopaedic  treatment  ...  2 


Hospitals.  Public  and  Voluntary.  There  is  no  hospital  belong- 
ing to  the  local  authority.  The  Ilkley  Coronation  Hospital  is  a 
voluntary  institution,  to  which  the  iocal  authority  subscribes  £75 
annually.  This  hospital  deals  with  all  urgent  medical  and  surgical 
cases  within  the  district.  Cases  which  do  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  treatment  afforded  by  them  are  sent  to  the  General 
Infirmaries  and  special  hospitals  at  Leeds  and  Bradford.  Abnormal 
cases  of  labour  requiring  operative  treatment  are  also  dealt  with 
under  arrangements  made  between  the  hospital  authorities  and  the 
Urban  District  Council. 
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The  following  extracts  are  taken  from  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1935. 


“ The  number  of  cases  admitted  during  the  year  was  352,  and  9 
were  remaining  in  hospital  from  the  previous  year,  making  a total 
under  treatment  of  361.  This  is  an  increase  of  72  compared  with 
the  previous  year  and  63  over  the  average  of  the  last  ten  years. 


The  totals  in  previous  years  were  as  follows  : 


In  1927  ...  278 

1928  ...  300 

1929  ...  256 

1930  ...  284 


In  1931  ...  340 

1932  ...  302 

1933  ...  308 

1934  ...  289 


Of  admissions  during  the  year  1935,  144  were  males  and  208 
females. 

The  average  occupation  of  a bed  has  been  1 T70  days,  which  is 
2’70  days  less  than  last  year,  and  the  average  number  of  beds 
occupied  per  day  1 T5,  as  against  1 T3  in  1934. 

After  deduction  of  the  number  of  patients  who  attended  for  the 
removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids,  of  which  there  were  62,  and  of  the 
number  of  dental  cases,  the  average  stay  of  the  remaining  patients 
is  about  15  days  each. 

The  cases  admitted  during  the  last  two  years  were  classified  as 
follows  : 


1935 

1934 

Medical  ... 

59 

51 

Surgical  ... 

263 

187 

Dental 

30 

38 

Of  these  patients,  8 were  admitted  as  the  result  of  accidents, 
compared  with  12  in  the  previous  year,  and  18  in  1933. 

The  number  of  operations  performed  in  the  hospital  was  206 
(including  30  dental  cases),  as  against  149  (including  38  dental 
cases)  in  1934.  Since  the  hospital  was  opened  in  1905,  6,960  cases 
have  received  treatment,  1,181  having  been  medical  and  5,779 
surgical  and  accident. 

The  results  of  the  361  cases  under  treatment  during  1935  were 


as  follows : 

Discharged  cured  ...  ...  323 

Discharged  relieved  ...  11 

Transferred  ...  ...  2 

Died  ...  ...  ...  13 

Incurable  ...  ...  3 

Remaining  in  hospital  ...  9 


Total  361 


The  death-fate  was  3'6%,  compared  with  the  previous  year’s 
figure  of  3*8%.  The  average  for  a number  of  years  is  about  4%.  Of 
the  13  deaths,  4 occurred  within  48  hours  of  admission. 

From  the  figures  which  have  been  given  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
hospital  has  had  a busy  year,  at  any  rate,  so  far  as  the  number  of 
cases  treated  is  concerned,  these  constituting  a record  for  any  one 
year  in  the  history  of  the  institution.  But  for  the  fact  that  the 
average  stay  of  the  patient  was  less  than  usual,  and  the  pressure 
fairly  evenly  applied  instead  of  in  heavy  concentrations  at  particular 
periods,  we  might  again  have  had  a very  difficult  time. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  question  of  accommoda- 
tion has  engaged  the  anxious  attention  of  your  committee,  who  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  consider  draft  plans  for  the  extension  of  the 
present  building.  The  projected  re-grouping  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Area  has  apparently  not  yet  been  settled  by  those  in  authority, 
and  this  is  felt  by  your  committee  to  be  the  key  to  the  whole 
question.  The  area  and  the  class  of  population  expected  to  be 
served  by  this  hospital  will  naturally  govern  the  amount  of  accom- 
modation to  be  provided,  and  the  committee  decided,  after  many 
prolonged  discussions,  that  it  would  be  futile  to  expend  money  at 
present  on  an  extension  which  an  unexpected  decision  as  to  locai 
government  grouping  might  render  obsolete  almost  immediately. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  district  which  we  now  serve  is  steadily 
taking  a greater  toll  of  our  available  accommodation,  and  we  cannot 
hope  to  carry  on  much  longer  without  building  as  it  is,  but  when  we 
have  to  ask  our  friends  to  help  us  with  their  money  in  any  scheme 
of  extension,  we  wish  to  be  able  to  tell  them  exactly  what  we  have 
to  face.  That  knowledge  we  do  not  possess  at  the  moment,  and  we 
earnestly  hope  that  the  time  of  uncertainty  may  be  short. 

The  increase  in  the  numbers  passing  through  the  hospital  during 
the  year  under  review  makes  its  presence  felt  on  the  expenditure 
side  of  our  accounts — practically  all  sections  showing  an  increase. 
Our  income,  though  not  quite  maintaining  the  high  level  of  1934, 
is  still  sufficient  to  top  the  expenditure  side  by  £58,  and,  on  the 
whole,  this  can  be  iooked  upon  as  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Our  annnal  subscriptions  maintain,  as  a rule,  a very  steady  level, 
and  the  present  figures  differ  only  £8  from  those  of  the  previous 
year,  but  it  is  an  increase,  and  we  hope  is  indicative  of  a continued 
move  upward  in  forthcoming  years.  Donations,  of  course,  are  a 
much  more  ‘ speculative  ’ item,  and  vary  considerably  from  year  to 
year.  We  have  again  had  very  good  help  in  this  direction  from 
generous  friends,  and  though  the  total  is  weii  beiow  the  notable 
figures  of  last  year,  we  have  reason  for  satisfaction  over  the 
support  we  receive. 
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‘ Patients’  Payments’  show  a faii  of  £105,  but,  as  we  have  had 
to  point  out  on  previous  occasions,  this  is  naturally  a somewhat 
fluctuating  item,  having  due  regard  to  the  varying  means  of  the 
patients — every  consideration  being  given  in  cases  where  there  is 
evidence  of  lack. 

The  average  contribution  made  per  day  by  each  patient  was  3/6 
and  the  average  cost  per  day  per  patient  was  9/10.  These  calcula- 
tions inciuded  the  patients  in  both  the  public  and  private  wards.” 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services.  No  mid  wives  or  maternity 
nurses  are  employed  by  the  Council.  Tne  District  Nursing 
Association  undertakes  this  work.  Four  beds  in  a local  private 
nursing  home  are  retained  by  the  local  authority  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  Patients  are  admitted  to 
the  Home  at  the  rate  of  £5  5s.  Od.  per  week,  with  a minimum 
charge  of  four  hundred  guineas.  This  minimum  charge  covers  280 
patient  days.  The  amount  recoverable  from  patients  admitted  to 
the  Home  iast  year  was  £120  12s.  9d..  and  the  number  of  patients 
admitted  was  33.  The  total  number  of  days  spent  in  the  Home 
was  439,  the  average  stay  being  13*30  days. 

As  Consultants  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  the 
following  gentlemen,  who  are  on  the  honorary  staff  of  the  Leeds 
Maternity  Hospital,  have  agreed  to  act  for  the  authority  when 
necessary : 

Mr.  Alfred  Gough.  F.R.C.S.,  Leeds,  and 
Mr.  A.  M.  Ciaye,  F.R.C.S.,  Leeds. 

Under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  the  Council  are 
now  empowered  to  grant  urgent  dentai  treatment  in  necessitous 
cases,  and  also  where  no  medical  practitioner  is  engaged  by  an 
expectant  mother  for  her  confinement,  the  Council  are  again  em- 
powered to  pay  medical  fees  to  enable  ail  expectant  mothers  to  have 
medical  attention  and  examination  during  the  period  of  pregnancy. 
Tnere  were  two  dental  cases  during  the  year. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children.  No  changes 
have  occurred.  There  are  no  voluntary  institutions  in  the  district. 
The  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Qtley,  which  serves  the  area  of  the 
Skyrack  Guardians’  Committee,  has  a weil-equipped  maternity 
ward  for  those  who  are  entitled  to  be  treated  there. 

Health  Visitors.  One  part-time  Health  Visitor  is  provided.  This 
nurse  also  attends  at  the  clinic.  A subscription  of  £3  3s.  Od.  per 
year  is  paid  to  the  District  Nursing  Association  for  their  help  at 
the  clinic  when  the  Health  Visitor  is  absent  on  leave,  or  through 
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sickness.  During  the  past  year  the  District  Nursing  Association 
provided  heip  at  the  clinic  on  three  occasions. 

The  following  is  a list  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  during 


the  year  1935. 

To  expectant  mothers  (first  visits)  ...  ...  46 

To  expectant  mothers  (total  visits)  ...  ...  102 

To  children  under  one  year  of  age  (first  visits)  ...  80 

To  children  under  one  year  of  age  (total  visits)  ...  626 


To  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  (totai)  596 

Infant  Life  Protection  (under  Part  I of  the  Children  Act , 1908, 
as  amended  by  the  Children  and  Young  Persons'  Act , 1932 ).  There 
were  no  boarded-out  children  in  this  district  during  the  year  1935. 

Orthopcedic  Treatment.  Children  requiring  orthopaedic  treatment 
are  referred  to  the  General  Infirmaries  at  Leeds  and  Bradford. 
There  were  two  cases  during  the  year. 

Nursitig  Homes  Registration  Act.  The  Iikley  Urban  District 
Council  is  not  a local  supervising  authority  under  the  Nursing 
Homes  Registration  Act. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water.  Despite  a third  year  of  drought,  supplies  were  main- 
tained without  cessation  for  all  essential  domestic  purposes.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  restrict  the  use  of  water  from  20th  August, 
1935,  to  2nd  October,  1935,  to  purely  domestic  purposes. 

The  Old  Reservoir  and  Hill  Top  Filtration  Scheme  received  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
buik  of  the  work  had  been  completed. 

Annual  Rainfall  during  the  past  five  years: 


1931  ... 

...  40*20 

inches 

1932  ... 

...  30-32 

** 

1933  ... 

...  28-55 

9 9 

1934  ... 

...  33-42 

9 9 

1935  ... 

...  42-23 

9 9 

Total  daily  consumption  in  gallons  : 

Summer  393,633  (June,  July,  August  and  September). 
Winter  378,876. 

Springs’  Winter  Yield  (daily),  not  recorded. 

Springs’  Summer  Yield  (daily),  226,762. 
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Average  of  analyses  of  ail  springs  during  1935  in  grains  per 
gallon  : 


Total  solids 

9-9 

Chlorine  combined  ... 

•7 

Nitrates  ... 

nil 

Niti’ogen  as  nitrates... 

nil 

Free  ammonia 

-0007 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

•0032 

Lead  ... 

nil 

Total  hardness  (Clark’s 

scale) 

3-70 

Sunshine  Record. 

Month.  No.  of  hours. 

No.  of  days. 

January 

431 

20 

February 

41-0 

15 

March 

90-4 

22 

April  ... 

133-9 

27 

May  ... 

253  1 

31 

June  ... 

162-9 

28 

July  ... 

227’2 

30 

August 

220-5 

29 

September 

136-7 

27 

October 

64-2 

21 

November 

34-5 

18 

December 

46*6 

16 

1,454-1  284 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  During  the  year  the  Middleton  Sewage 
Scheme  has  been  completed.  The  Pump  House  has  been  rebuilt, 
an  intercepting  sewer  laid  and  the  sewage  is  now  passing  into  the 
Ilkley  main  works. 

Rivers  and  Streams.  No  known  source  of  pollution  exists  in 
the  district. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area,  etc. 
Particulars  relating  to  closet  accommodation,  public  cleansing, 
sanitary  inspection  of  the  area,  and  smoke  abatement  will  be  found 
in  the  annexed  report  of  the  Sanitary  inspector. 

Schools.  Five  elementary  schools  and  one  secondary  school  are 
situated  within  the  district.  These  have  all  been  periodically 
inspected,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  good.  The 
scheme  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  now  being  carried  out 
by  the  County  Council  with  satisfactory  response.  During  the  iast 
year  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  in  this  district  in  which  the 


16 


patient  has  been  immunised  previously.  No  epidemic  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  reached  serious  proportions.  At  the  beginning 
of  winter  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  occurred,  which  was 
associated  with  complications,  and  the  disease  was  undoubtedly  of 
serious  import.  It  is  regretted  that  this  fact  is  not  more  universally 
recognised. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  The  Council  own  one  open-air 
swimming  pool  situate  at  Middleton,  Iikley.  The  pool  has  a capacity 
of  325,000  gallons  ; this  is  circulated  and  filtered  every  six  hours. 
Chlorine  and  ammonia  gas  are  fed  into  the  water,  and  tests  are 
taken  at  intervals  to  test  the  purity.  Dressing  accommodation  is 
provided  for  360  males  and  408  females.  The  locker  system  is  in 
use.  The  water  is  heated  by  means  of  gas  boilers  to  maintain  a 
temperature  not  lower  than  65°.  An  analysis  of  the  water  was 
made  on  two  occasions,  the  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
annexed  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  are  also  three 
schools  in  the  district  with  swimming  pools,  viz:  Iikley  Grammar 
School,  Cievedon  House  School  and  Ghyll  Royd  School.  The 
water  in  the  Grammar  School  bath  is  chlorinated,  This  school 
admits  other  school  children  and  certain  old  scholars.  Neither 
Ghyll  Royd  School  nor  Cievedon  House  School  baths  are  chlorin- 
ated, but  these  are  private  schools  and  the  general  public  is  not 
admitted. 

Housing.  The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  2.776. 
The  tendency  is  to  buiid  an  increasing  number  of  small  semi- 
detached houses.  The  older  multiple-storied  houses  are  being 
converted  into  flats,  or  even  tenements.  It  is  fortunate  that  the 
new  Overcrowding  Biil,  and  the  Council’s  new  bye-laws  for 
“ H ouses-iet-in-Lodgings,”  will  give  much-needed  powers  to  the 
iocai  authority.  It  is  necessary  to  stress  once  more  the  need  for 
houses  for  the  working-classes  which  do  not  swaliow  up  in  rent 
and  rates  nearly  25%  of  the  total  weekly  income.  Thirty-seven  new 
houses  have  been  built  during  the  year. 

Housing  Statistics. 

1 — inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  25 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  86 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(i)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  0 

(d)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  0 


17 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  ail 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  25 


2 — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 

officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dweliing-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 


B. 


Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ... 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


1 

1 

0 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  De- 

molition Orders  were  made  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Order  ...  ...  ...  0 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  0 
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Camping . Some  of  the  problems  concerning  the  week-end 
camper  are  being  gradually  solved.  The  most  impor  tant  of  all,  that 
is  the  teaching  of  camp  sanitation,  will  he  a tedious  and  up-hill 
task,  and  should  be  commenced  at  a very  early  age  at  school.  It 
is  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  undoubtedly,  that  a love  of  the  open 
country  be  fostered.  Where  single  tents  occur  amongst  wide  spaces 
the  importance  of  sanitation  is  not  so  evident,  but  where  men  live 
thick  upon  the  ground,  even  temporarily,  after  having  lived  in  cities 
with  good  sanitation,  and  the  daily  nursing  of  the  individual,  there 
is  an  absolute  ignorance  of  the  importance  of  many  simple  rules  of 
cleanliness  when  these  are  left  behind  and  the  town-dweller  travels 
into  the  country. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply.  The  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  of  the  district 
has  been  carried  out  as  usual,  and  the  high  standard  of  cleanliness 
has  been  maintained.  The  routine  examination  of  samples  of  milk 
for  cleanliness  and  also  for  infection  by  tubercle  bacilli  has  been 
carried  out.  Every  effort  possible  is  being  made  to  safeguard  the 
supply  of  raw  milk.  There  is  stiil  much  to  be  done  in  teaching  the 
younger  employees  of  the  milk  retailers  and  producers  the  necessity 
for  observing  strict  cleanliness  in  the  handling  of  the  milk  supply. 
It  is  stiil  too  common  a practice  to  handle  milk  in  the  open  streets, 
and  for  the  retailer  and  producer  to  pour  milk  from  churn  to  churn 
in  main  roads  and  side  streets. 


Infectious  Disease. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
general  infectious  disease.  This  work,  in  all  its  branches,  is  carried 
out  in  a most  efficient  manner.  Under  certain  conditions,  children 
suffering  from  pneumonia  may  now  be  admitted  to  the  Wharfedale 
Isolation  Hospital. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  the  year,  and  of  the  deaths  resulting  from  the 
disease. 


19 


Age 

NEW 

Respiratory 

CASES. 

Non-respiratory 

DEATHS. 

Respiratory  Non-respiratory 

Periods 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F, 

Under  1 .. 

. — 

— 

— — 

_____ 

1 

. — 

— 

— — 

— — _ — 

5 

. — 

— 

— — 

— — — — 

10 

. 1 

— 

2 

1 

15 

. — 

— 

— — 

— — — _ 

20 

. 1 

— 

— — 

— — — — 

25 

. 5 

1 

— — 

— — — — 

35 

. — 

— 

— — 

— _ — — 

45 

. — 

— 

— — 

11-1 

55 

. — 

— 

— — 

1 

65  and  ud 

— 

— 

— — 

— — — — 

Totals  .. 

. 7 

1 

2 

2 2-1 

No  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  notified  during  the 
year, 


Prevention  of  Blindness.  No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 


I am, 


Yours  obediently, 

H.  T.  BATES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Town  Hall,  Ilkley, 

1st  January,  1936. 


Sanitary  Inspector  s Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ilkley  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  1935  of  the  work  carried 
out  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  and 
the  several  bye-laws  and  regulations  relating  to  Cowsheds,  Drain- 
age, etc.,  in  force  within  this  district. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  carried  out. 


25  Housing  Inspections. 

2 5 Q visits  re  Old  Drains. 

27  visits  to  Schools. 

39  visits  to  Factories  & Wotkshops. 
176  visits  to  Farms  & Dairies. 

39  visits  re  Infectious  Disease  In- 
quiries. 

41  visits  to  New  Drains  in  Old 
premises. 

56  visits  to  Food  Premises  and 
Markets. 

14  visits  to  Caravans. 

92  visits  to  Public  Conveniences. 

28  visits  to  Camping  Grounds. 

95  visits  re  Refuse  Collection. 

273  re-visits  to  Work  ordered  or  in 
progress. 

26  visits  re  Rats  and  Mice  De- 

struction. 

258  Miscellaneous  Visits. 

653  visits  to  Buildings  in  course  of 
election  or  alteration. 

3  Soil  Pipes  repaired  or  renewed. 

27  Lavatory  Basins  provided,  re- 

paired or  renewed. 

15  Water  Closets  provided,  repair- 

ed or  renewed. 

1  7 Baths  provided. 

1 18  choked  Diains  cleared. 

16  Diainage  Systems  re-laid. 

184  New  Dustbins  provided. 

8 New  Sinkstones  provided. 

15  Offensive  Accumulations  re- 
moved. 


2 broken  Man-hole  Covers  renewed 

4 Ashpits  abolished. 

3 Fail  pipes  repaired. 

5 defective  Windows  and  Window 

Frames  repaired. 

2 House  Roofs  repaired. 

3 nuisances  from  Insufficient  Vent- 

iliation  abated. 

5 defective  Fireplaces  repaired. 

1  defective  Ashpit  repaired. 

1 defective  W.C.  Cistern  repaired. 

6 nuisances  from  Insufficient  Flush- 

ing for  water  closets  abated. 

13  defective  Waste  Pipes  repaired. 

1 defective  Area  repaired. 

1 insufficient  Sanitary  Accommoda- 

tion remeoied. 

2 nuisances  from  Excessive  Smoke 

remedied. 

1 Yard  Surface  repaired. 

2 nuisances  from  Filthy  Premises 

abated. 

1 defective  Floor  repaired. 

1 Food  Store  repaired, 

2 Handrails  to  Stairs  provided. 

20  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  abated. 

4 Private  Drainage  Systems  tested. 

3 Disinfestations  for  Vermin  carried 

out. 

36  Disinfections  after  cases  of  In- 
fectious Disease. 


Most  of  the  above  work  was  carried  out  upon  the  persons  re- 
sponsible receiving  informal  notice  by  letter.  93  such  notices  were 
served.  Action  was  taken  under  statutory  powers  in  three  cases, 
one  under  Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1930,  and  two  under  the  Public 
H ealth  Acts.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  work  was  carried  out  by 
the  owners. 


Complaints. 

39  Complaints  were  received  and  investigated,  65  visits  being 
made  in  this  connection.  Where  complaints  were  found  to  be 
justified  appropriate  action  was  taken. 

Housing. 

25  Dwelling-houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  for  housing 
defects,  86  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  standard  of  housing  in  the  town  is  good.  Apart  from  some 
old,  ill-planned  buildings  where  difficulty  is  experienced  in  the 
provision  of  amenities,  and  some  back-to-back  houses,  the  whole  of 
the  population  may  be  said  to  be  well  and  decently  housed. 

There  is  very  little  over-crowding,  only  1 1 cases  being  found 
when  the  survey  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935,  was  carried  out. 
1,546  Houses  were  visited  at  this  time,  the  population  effected  being 
4,860  (children  under  10  years  of  age  counting  as  half  a unit).  The 
survey  showed  that  in  these  1,500  houses  accommodation  was 
available  for  a further  6,000  persons  according  to  the  standard  laid 
down  by  the  Act. 

The  figures  obtained  by  the  survey  show  that  111  persons  are 
living  by  themselves,  34  of  whom  live  in  houses  providing  accom- 
modation for  10  adults,  and  26  in  houses  which  will  hold  74  adults. 

The  most  common  family  is  that  of  2 persons,  there  being  382  of 
these,  and  358  families  of  3 persons. 

The  necessary  action  to  be  taken  to  abate  the  over-crowding  is 
at  present  under  consideration. 

New  Buildings. 

653  Visits  were  made  to  buildings  in  course  of  erection  or  alter- 
ation, Occupation  Certificates  being  issued  for  37  houses. 

285  Lengths  of  4"  drain,  and  27  iengths  of  6"  drain  were  tested 
witn  water,  and  any  defects  found  were  remedied  before  the  drains 
were  concreted  and  covered. 
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98  Plans  were  deposited  for  consideration  by  the  Council,  10  of 
which  were  disapproved.  The  plans  submitted  comprised  the 
following  : 


23  New  Dwelling-houses. 

15  Alterations  to  existing  Buildings. 
17  Additions  to  existing  Buildings. 
25  Garages. 


8 Huts  and  Sheds. 
3 Greenhouses. 

1 Bakehouse. 

2 Shops. 


Food  Supply. 

Milk.  There  are  12  producers  within  the  district  and  22  retail 
purveyors  of  miik.  There  is  one  producer  of  ‘Certified’  and  ‘Grade 
A’  (T.T.)  milk  and  3 producers  of  * Grade  A.’ 

69  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  25  for  examina- 
tion under  the  Pood  & Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  25  for  examination 
for  dirt,  and  19  for  bacteriological  examination. 

Samples  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  showed  very  good  results, 
only  one  sample  being  adulterated.  The  offender  was  warned. 

5 of  those  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were  un- 
satisfactory by  reason  of  high  count,  whilst  B.Coli  was  present  in 
4.  It  is  astonishing  that  legislation  has  not  been  introduced  before 
now  to  prevent  the  sale  of  milk  containing  manure,  and  it  is  disturb- 
ing to  reflect  that  20%  of  our  milk  supply  is  contaminated  in  this 
way.  3 of  the  4 samples  containing  B.Coli  were  produced  outside 
the  district. 

2 Samples  were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacillus  and  in  each 
case  the  milk  was  produced  at  farms  outside  the  district. 

A summary  of  the  results  obtained  from  the  analyses  is  appended. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  showing  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli  were  forwarded  to  the  County  Veterinary  Department  which 
carried  out  the  necessary  investigation,  and  all  steps  were  taken  to 
try  and  isolate  the  animal  or  animals  responsible.  Further  sampling 
of  the  milk  from  the  cows  failed  to  give  a positive  result  to  the 
biological  test  and  the  investigations  were  dosed. 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  farms  and  dairies  are  carried  out  and 
the  attention  of  the  farmer  drawn  to  any  dirty  condition  found. 
With  the  exception  of  2 cowkeepers,  the  farms  are  kept  in  a very 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition  and  the  cows  well  groomed  before 
milking  is  commenced.  Automatic  miiking  machines  are  used  in  2 
farms.  The  whole  of  the  milch  cows  were  twice  examined  by  the 
County  Veterinar  y Staff. 
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Bathing  Pool. 

The  Bathing  Pool,  opened  in  May.  proved  a great  attraction 
during  the  summer.  4 Samples  of  the  water  were  taken.  2,  1 from 
the  inlet  (after  treatment)  and  1 from  the  outlet  were  taken  at  a 
time  when  no  bathers  were  present.  It  gave  results  as  follow  : 

INLET.  OUTLET. 

1 micro-organism/cc.  3 micro-organisms/cc. 

No  B.Coli  in  100  cc’s.  No  B.Coli  in  100  cc’s. 

“ This  water  is  highly  satisfactory.” 

Two  more  were  taken  on  August  3rd,  when  the  pool  was  filled 
with  bathers.  Again  the  results  were  “ highly  satisfactory.” 

INLET.  OUTLET. 

6 micro-organisms/cc.  15  micro-organisms/cc. 

No  B.Coli  in  100  cc’s.  B.Coli  was  present  in  100  cc’s. 

The  very  low  counts  and  absence  of  B.Coli  show  the  high 
efficiency  of  the  chlorination  plant,  which  gives,  even  under  the 
worst  conditions,  a water  up  to  a very  high  standard. 


Public  Abattoir. 

All  slaughtering  at  the  Public  Abattoir  is  carried  out  by 
mechanical  means  and  in  a satisfactory  manner.  The  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  during  1935  was  as  follows: 

595  beasts  315  calves  1,863  pigs  3,608  sheep. 

Inspection  of  these  resulted  in  the  surrender  as  unfit  for  food  of  3 
tons  9 cwts.  1 qr.  15  lbs.  of  meat  consisting  of  3,659  lbs.  of  beef, 
954  lbs.  of  pork  and  3,158  lbs.  of  liver  and  offais.  This  was 
immediately  destroyed. 

The  chief  disease  found  is  tuberculosis  chiefly  in  old  cows.  * The 
quality  of  the  meat  is  very  high  and  the  very  great  majority  of  the 
butchers  kill  a very  good  class  of  beast. 


Food  Premises  and  Markets. 

Regular  inspection  of  food  premises  and  markets  are  carried 
out.  The  conditions  in  the  greater  number  of  these  is  highly 
satisfactory  and  very  cleanly  conditions  are  maintained.  Any 
defects  found  are  immediately  remedied  upon  the  attention  of  the 
occupier  being  drawn  to  them. 
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The  open  market  in  New  Brook  Street  is  rather  unsatisfactory  in 
some  ways.  The  condition  of  the  paving  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
and  food  is  in  danger  of  being  contaminated  by  dust  and  dirt.  The 
owners  have  been  informed  of  these  conditions  and  some  improve- 
ment may  be  made  in  the  near  future. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Inspections  under  the  above  Act  have  been  made  at  intervals 
during  the  year  and  all  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Frequent  complaints  of  the  presence  of  rats  have  been  made  by 
householders,  and  advice  and  demonstrations  of  remedial  measures 
have  been  given. 


Collection  of  House  Refuse. 

The  staff  engaged  during  1935  was  as  follows:  1 horse  and  cart 
with  1 filler,  and  1 S.D.  freighter  with  3 fillers.  On  certain  days 
of  the  week  one  extra  filler  was  engaged  on  the  freighter.  Previous- 
ly 2 horses  and  carts  had  been  used  with  1 filler  each  and  1 filler 
only  on  the  freighter.  Some  saving  is  shown  by  dispensing  with  1 
of  the  horses  and  carts. 

The  frequency  of  clearing  the  bins  is  once  weekly,  and  more  often 
in  certain  cases  where  it  is  found  necessary.  At  certain  times  of 
the  year,  after  holidays  and  during  spring  cleaning,  some  slight  dis- 
organisation of  the  service  is  unavoidable,  and  hired  motor  haulage 
is  used  to  deal  with  the  extra  quantity  to  be  removed. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse. 

An  analysis  of  cost  as  compared  with  last  year  is  given  below. 


1934 

1935 

Total  Cost 

£1,284-6 

£1221-1 

Total  Weight 

2,276-5  tons 

2,746-3  tons 

Cost  per  1,000  houses  per  week  ... 

£9  3s.  0d. 

£8  0s.  Od. 

Cost  per  ton 

ii  IH 

9/3 

Cost  per  1,000  population  per  day 

9/9 

6/7 

Cost  per  head  per  annum 

2/9 

2/7 

Yield  per  house  per  annum 

16*8  cwts. 

19*6  cwts. 

Cost  per  house  per  annum 

9/6 

8/8 

Cost  per  £ rateable  value 

3-08d. 

2'9d, 
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It  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  yield 
per  house,  with  a consequent  drop  in  the  cost  per  ton.  A reduction, 
however,  has  been  made  in  the  ‘constant’  costs,  the  cost  per  1,000 
houses  and  the  cost  per  head,  together  with  the  cost  per  house  per 
annum. 


Smoke  Observations. 

No  statutory  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year,  but 
where  excessive  smoke  was  observed  during  informal  observations, 
the  firms  responsible  were  either  visited  or  warned  by  letter.  In 
each  case  there  was  an  immediate  improvement. 

The  hotels  and  the  few  factories  with  chimneys  appear  anxious 
to  help  all  they  can  in  preventing  atmospheric  pollution.  In  every 
case  the  cause  of  black  or  excessive  smoke  being  emitted  was  the 
fact  that  no  one  was  employed  only  as  a stoker.  When  the  boiler 
attendant  has  other  duties  to  perform  efficient  and  scientific  stoking 
becomes  impossible,  with  a resuiting  waste  of  fuel  and  the  emission 
of  smoke.  No  matter  how  much  steam  is  required  it  is  possible  by 
intelligent  stoking  to  prevent  the  emission  of  any  smoke  other  than 
a slight  h aze. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  no  waste-water  closets  or  privy-middens  in  the  district. 
In  some  outlying  farms  and  cottages  pail  closets  are  used,  and  where 
possible,  owners  are  being  urged  to  convert  to  the  water  carriage 
system. 

The  number  of  different  types  of  closets  is  as  follows: 

Water  closets  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1935  ...  3,706 

Pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Septic  tanks  or  cesspools  for  private  residences  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  sewers  ...  ...  18 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SLATER,  B. Sc.,  Tech.  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  and  Building  Inspector 
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